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Pilot program takes off and positive results are landing 
 

In recent months, the Clerk of the Court’s Dispo clerks have gone from being employees that 

“know paper” to a group with “no paper” in relation to one of their primary functions. 

The reason why is due to a change the department made in going from a paper-based 

process of reporting dispositions to the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to an electronic 

web-based process.  This change greatly increases the efficiency and speed in reporting vital 

information for the Criminal History database, which is used by law enforcement agencies. 

 

Prior to the implementation of the electronic program, called the Arizona Disposition Reporting 

System (ADRS), the Dispo clerks had to wait for the arresting agencies to send the disposition 

forms (in hard copy) to them before they could input the sentencing details, and then forward 

the paper report to DPS.  DPS, upon receiving the information, then entered it into the 

Criminal History database.   This process could take several days to months to complete. 

 

With the ADRS, the Dispo clerks do not need to wait on the paper disposition form from the 

arresting agency.  The arresting agency now automatically inputs the arrest information into 

the ADRS system. The Dispo clerks are able to access that information in ADRS, input the 

sentencing details, and forward it electronically to DPS.  The paper form is not needed to 

perform the process and the Criminal History database is updated in real time by the electronic 

transfer of information.  This new program applies to arrests after Feb. 1, 2007. 

 

Among the benefits of this improved process are: for the Clerk’s Office - faster and more 

efficient service, and up-to-date court files;  for arresting officers, they have current, 

accurate background information on an individual when needed. 

 

Currently, this program is still in its pilot stage with the participating organizations being the 

Clerk of the Court’s Office, County Attorney, and Phoenix Municipal Court.  The program is  



being closely monitored to identify any issues that arise and there are enhancements planned to 

further streamline the process. 
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